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EYFS safeguarding & welfare 
guidance update and checklist

The essential guide for Early Years providers and practitioners 
about the forthcoming safeguarding and welfare changes in the 

new statutory framework and how to prepare for it now



https://safeguarding.network 01803 862336

Safeguarding Network supports Designated 
Safeguarding Leads in education settings with 
the huge range of requirements on their role. 
As guidance is published we provide up to 
date advice and support to implement the 
changes. Members also have access to staff 
training materials to keep staff up to date with 
safeguarding topics all year around.

The Department for Education has published 
the updated Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) Framework for 2021. The government 
states the changes to the EYFS will improve 
outcomes for all children, but particularly the 
language and literacy outcomes for 
disadvantaged children and reduce teacher 
workload. The new statutory framework will 
apply from 1 September 2021. Until then, the 
current framework applies. 

This document focuses on the safeguarding 
and welfare requirements changes, rather 
than the wider changes to learning and 
development. 

To help you understand the changes to the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements we 
have highlighted in yellow the relevant 
sections in the EYFS March 2021 
Framework here. 

The changes to the safeguarding 
requirements are in the main reminders. 
We’ve also highlighted changes to welfare 
requirements and suggested actions for 
both. By completing the additional sections 
this acts as a record for your management 
team that the safeguarding & welfare 
requirements have been put into place.

Information for early years providers and practitioners

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQ85OQYIsUNxauthkALu4rwDw-5rv0z8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQ85OQYIsUNxauthkALu4rwDw-5rv0z8/view?usp=sharing
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-early-years-settings-online-safety-considerations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills
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https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/equality-act-guidance
https://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/oral-health-improvement-for-local-authorities-and-their-partners/improving-oral-health-in-early-years-services-including-nurseries.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-e-cigarettes-in-public-places-and-workplaces
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/caring-for-a-newborn/reduce-the-risk-of-sudden-infant-death-syndrome/
https://foundationyears.org.uk/2019/10/eyfsreforms/


https://safeguarding.network 01803 862336

all our 15-minute training packs 
safeguarding news and articles 
scenarios to run with your team 
heavily discounted online learning 
training discounts
initial safeguarding advice
audit tools to check your work

Designated Safeguarding Leads have more to do and often less time to do it in. We are 
concerned that there is an increasing requirement on schools to fill the void left by decreasing 
social care budgets, with little way of support particularly when something is not deemed to meet 
the social care thresholds. We help you by collecting the resources you need into one place with 
expert advice.

For £99+VAT a term your Early Years setting or school has full access to our integrated training 
package that aligns to your whole school or college safeguarding approach. 

About Safeguarding Network

Keep your finger on the pulse and get support when you need it.
Visit https://safeguarding.network/ 




